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We think that humans are indestructible and 
that our species will always survive every 
threat,  but prehistory shows this isn’t true. 
74,000 years ago, the gigantic eruption of 
Toba Volcano on Sumatra nearly wiped out 
humans, leaving at most a few thousand 
people who survived and became ancestors 
of all later humans.  

 

As you come to understand the 

surprising convergence of          

evidence from volcanology,      

anthropology, and genetics that 

revealed this amazing story. 
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